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MEMGRANDUM FOR MR, KISSINGER

FROM: Helmut Sounneafeldt \s\

SUBJECT: Lifference: Again Between the Cual and the Liysee

Embassy FParis has again detected divergent views on the Middle East
between the Freach Foreign Office and President Pompidou's staif,

i} The (ieai is reported to have suggested that a negative utatement be
issued on Secretary Rogers' Middle East speech, following the March 17
wouncil of Ministers Meeting, but an Liysee press officlal {Baudouin)
disagreed, Upon hearing the latter's case, Pompidou concurred that the
Rogers statement moved the US closer to France on severai points, a
tendency which Fraace should encourage. A more positive statement was
subzequently issued by Leo Hamon, the Freach goverament spokesmran,
taking aote of the 'important deciarations ' which Rogers had made,

2} More recently, we bave received another report that Freach UN
representative Kosciuszo-Morizet bad recommendad to the Quai in early
March that the French government take aa initiative to convene a three-
power meeting on the Middlie Zaret, without US participation. With
Secretary-General 4Alphaad in charge, the recommendation was approved
within the CGuai and thea cleared with Schumann, who happened to be in
Brussele. The next morning, however, Llysee Secretary-General Jobert,
upon sesiag the outgoing teiegram, reportedly called Alphand and instracted
him to cancel it. Jobert's action was later backed by Pompidou.

These problems: seem to be lncreasing in Paris, High level (iuai officials
seem basically responsible for the anti-US line -- most likely Alphand, with
de Boaumarchais in a supporting role. {Two supporting telegrams: arce at
Tab A.) But slphand doe: have a direct relationship with Pompidou and we
shouild not nimply accept the proposition that ail cur problem: are due to the
{Jual, There are other domestic forces that play on Fompidou as well -«
apart from zome of Pompidou's own convictions and prejudices.
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